HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN?
field of economic preparations for " totalitarian war-
fare".
First of all we must remember that in 1914 abso-
lutely nothing had been done in this respect to prepare
the country for war, and everything had to be impro-
vised during the course of the war itself. In fact the
war lasted years before the British gradually began to
realize that though their unsystematic methods of
industrial management might pass muster in the piping
times of peace, they were not suited to the urgent
stresses of war. Under the pressure of urgent neces-
sity they then introduced a system of rationalization
and control. Before this was done there was a tre-
mendous amount of wastage in Great Britain in
material, time and man-power.
Thus everything which has been done on this field
in preparation for war represents a positive and abso-
lute increase in strength, including every single factory
which is built in advance for war purposes and every
single plan which is drawn up. However, Great
Britain's preparations have not been limited to a
few factories and plans. It would seem that the
British government is preparing something for war
purposes which might be termed, by analogy with
the shadow factories, an authoritarian shadow Britain.
If war were to break out to-day along the lines of the
last World War, then it is highly probable that to-
morrow the British economic system would lose its
present freedom and be transformed immediately into
an authoritarian planned economy, and the great
192